
North American Reformed Evangelicalism 
What is a North American Reformed Evangelical (NARE)? What do NARE’s do or how do 
they think? This page is intended to answer some of the questions about what makes FBC 
distinct from other churches in regard to its Evangelical nature.  

NAREs are Christians who are defined by a set of core beliefs which influence how they live 
out their faith. As a North American Reformed Evangelical church we are legitimate faith 
descendants from the Evangelical Reformation and heirs of over two hundred years of 
American evangelical movements. Below is a list of historical beliefs to which NAREs hold, 
and how we at FBC practically apply them 

Priority in Our Orthodoxy (What We Teach): 

1. Scripture’s Infallibility: The wholehearted belief in the authority, 
sufficiency, inerrancy, and divine inspiration of Scripture in both 
the original autographs and its transmission. To deny the authority, 
sufficiency, inerrancy, and inspiration of Scripture is to deny being an 
Evangelical. (Mt 24:35, Mk 13:31, 2 Tim 3:16, 1 Pet 2:23-25, 2 Pet 
1:20-22)  

2. The Virgin Birth of Christ: The unwavering belief in the virgin 
birth of Jesus Christ. To deny the virgin birth is to deny the deity of 
Christ and his sinless nature. (Is 7:14, Mt 1:23, Jn 1:14, Luke, 1 Pet 2:22, 1 
Jn 3:5) 

3. Supernatural Divine Nature of Christ: Full belief in the 
miraculous work of every miracle Jesus Christ performed as 
recorded throughout the entirety of the gospels during his earthly ministry. 
(Lk 1:1-4, Jn  20:30-31, 21:24-25, 1 Jn 1:1-4)  

4. Salvation through Christ Alone: The exclusive nature of 
salvation as being accomplished only through the penal substitutionary 
atoning work of God performed through the complete death of Jesus Christ 
who himself was physically crucified on the cross to pay the penalty of sin. 
(Is 53, Mt 20:28, Acts 2:23, Rom 3:21-26, 4:25, 5:6-11, 8:3,  2 Cor 5:21, 
Gal 1:3-4, 2:20, 3:13, Col 2:13-15, Rev 5:9-10) 
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5. Salvific, Justifying, Supernatural Nature of the Resurrection: The 
full bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave. Apart from 
the full bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave, man cannot have 
any confidence that Christ’s sacrifice was accepted by God. (Mt 17:9, Acts 
3:15. 4:10, 13:30, 17:31, Rom 6:4,9, 1 Cor 15:3-57, Gal 1:1, Eph 1:20, Col 
2:12, 1 Pet 1:21)  

6. The Glorified Bodily Return of Jesus Christ: We believe in the 
“blessed hope”: the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus’ return has a vital bearing on the “hear and now” personal life and 
service of the believer. We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the 
saved and the lost. The saved are raised to receive from God an eternal 
glorified body with full conscientiousness and the bliss of heaven as their 
eternal home. The unregenerate, unrepentant, and completely lost sinner is 
raised to the eternal punishment of God’s wrath in hell. The hell bound 
sinner will experience a conscious, physical, spiritual and eternal separation 
from God. (Mt 8:11, 10:28, 13:49-50,  25:34, Mk 9:47-48, Lk 12:5, Jn 
14:2, 2 Cor 5:1, 1 Thess 4:13-18, Rev 2:7, 21:8) 

7. Absolute Necessity of Regeneration: The absolute necessity and 
ultimate priority of the New Birth or regenerating work of the Holy 
Spirit as not only being mandatory for one’s entrance into heaven, but also 
required for one to obey the commands of Christ from the heart. One 
cannot be a child of God apart from the regenerating work of the Holy 
Spirit. (Ezk 36:22-30, Jn 3:3-5, 2 Cor 5:17, Gal 6:15, 1 Pet 1:23, Tit 3:2-7)  

Priority in Our Orthopraxy (What We Do) 

8. Preach Salvation: A firm commitment to the doctrines of grace 
with attention given in each sermon to the gospel of salvation. At FBC, we 
emphasize on the doctrines of grace by taking time each year to preach a 
total of six to eight weeks on salvation. (1 Cor 1:17,23, 2:2)  

9. Evangelize the World: The urgency to evangelize our community, 
city, state, nation and the world. As NAREs we live out the missional work 
of the church by bearing our individual responsibility to evangelize the 
world. Furthermore, we support missionaries local and abroad who give 



their lives for the work of spreading the gospel. (Prov 11:30, Mt 28:19-20, 
Rom 1:16, 1 Cor 9:19-23)  

10.Confronting the Culture: The need to engage the culture with 
the truth of God’s Holy Word. We believe that the Christ of biblical 
Christianity transforms the culture. Therefore we do not retreat from the 
culture; rather, we seek to enter into the cultural mainstream to proclaim the 
Gospel to a dying world. We live out the purity and holiness of Christ as he 
is formed in us believing it is Christ, not politics or social agendas, who 
changes society. (1 Cor 1:18-31)  

11.Exposing the Darkness of Man’s Error: The great need of the 
church to attack and expose error. We have an insatiable desire to 
set forth a reliable form of intellectual apologetics not only for the study of 
the Bible, but also to refute opponents of Christ with the truth. We loathe 
anti-intellectualism, but we neither seek the recognition of elite ivory tower 
institutions nor look to build our own legacy of academic accomplishment. 
Rather, we actively work to establish educational institutions in order to 
promote good and godly scholarship for the purpose of spreading the 
gospel. We also strongly uphold that divine truth is not merely propositional 
systems to be taught, but is also a knowledge to be embodied and lived out 
in each believer. (Ps 19, 119, 1 Cor 1:18-25, 2:6-16, 2 Cor 10:5, 1 Pet 
3:15-17, 2 Tim 2:24-26)  

• “Christ and His immediate disciples immediately attacked and 
exposed and denounced error. We are constantly told in our day 
that we ought not to attack error but simply teach the truth. This is 
the method of the coward and trimmer; it was not the method of 
Christ.” -R.A. Torrey 

• “Faith without reason is not worth much, and that reason is not an 
enemy but an ally of genuine faith.” -Carl F. H. Henry 

12.Church Unity / Participation: Trans-denominational participation 
with other like-minded churches/ institutions. While we seek for 
unity not only in our congregation, but also with other churches, we do not 
do so at the expense of watering down the Word of God. (Eph 4:1-6, Phil 
3:15-16. 1 Tim 4:1-3, 2 Tim 3:1-9) 



13.Individual Involvement in Society: Each believer bears a social 
responsibility to demonstrate the gospel to the world without 
adding an ungodly emphasis upon society’s material need over 
that of its spiritual need. We believe that the role of the Church is not 
to reform society into an acceptable moralism but to preach the Gospel to 
prepare society for the imminent return and judgment of Jesus Christ. We 
reject the false doctrines of Liberal Theology, Social Gospel, Social Justice, 
Liberation Theology, the Romanish Ecumenical Movements of late, Christian 
Marxism, and / or so-called Chrislam et al.  (Mt 25:31-40, Acts 3:3-6, Gal 
2:10, Jas 1:27, 2:15-17). 

14.Biblical Leadership Roles in the Church: A Biblical understanding 
of the different roles for men and women in the church. We 
teach and practice a biblical understanding that women are to be limited to 
roles within the church such as women’s ministries, hospitality, serving as 
beside their deacon husbands, and children’s ministries. Women are not to 
be in positions of authoritative leadership over the church either in making 
decisions on elder board or holding teaching positions under which men 
are instructed. (1 Cor 14:34-35, 1 Tim 2:11-15) 

15.Gathering of the Christians for Worship: The gathering of the 
local church in a biblical manner. We openly denounce the 
abandonment of local churches for an alternative form of “worship” as 
found in so-called “faith communities” who gather at places such as 
Starbucks without biblical worship or church government. (Acts 2:42-47, 
Heb 10:24-25, 12:28, 13:17) 

16.A Warm Church Heart Toward all Who Will Come: Welcoming 
all who will come, hear, and learn of Christ regardless of national, 
socio-political or economic background. The gospel must be preached for 
salvation to take effect in the lives of men, women, and children. While we 
open our doors to all who will come we nevertheless have specific biblical 
requirements for membership that must be met. We repudiate racism, 
kinism, racial supremacy, and any form of partiality as they are described 
biblically.  

17. Bible Centered Teaching: Teaching the Bible in context, with a 
literal grammatical hermeneutic, employing an exegetical 



theology to understand the main themes and biblical doctrines 
the Bible encapsulates. 

18.Biblically Correct Understanding of Gender: The biblical 
definition of gender and marriage (see our gender and marriage 
statement).  

19.Biblical Christian Separation: Complete separation from Roman 
Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and/or any and all forms of false 
religion religions as they are apostate forms of Christianity. (Mk 7:1-12, 
Rom 3:19-31, 4:9-12, Gal 1:6-9, 1 Tim 4:1-5) 

20.Biblical Ways We Will or Will Not Engage: Dialogue with those 
who want to dialogue with us, but we never dialogue with teachers 
or disciples of false religions from the pulpit or on a church platform. Public 
dialogue is open and not restricted with such people in public places (i.e. 
parks, town square, restaurants, etc). (2 John 7-11) 

21.We Condemn Immorality: Condemnation of all acts of 
immorality, including sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 
envy, drunkenness, orgies, polygamy, homosexuality, pornography, 
masturbation, bestiality, and all other sexual deviancies outside of God’s 
design. (Gen 1:26-27, Rom 1:18-32, 13:13, 1 Cor 5, 6:9, Gal 5:19-21, Eph 
5:3-7, 17-18, 1 Tim 1:8-11, Heb 12:12-17, 13:4-5, Rev 21:8) 


